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You basically don’t have anyone telling you
what to do, and there’s a romance and excitement in doing that.”
JOHN SERBELL

VANLIFE: Nomadic living on
display in Texas County event
FROM PAGE A5
Living on the road on a permanent
basis requires many adjustments.
“The biggest adjustment was mental detachment from ‘things,’” Jayme
said. “We had a big two-story house
filled with things, some of which we
considered really important. But when
it really came down to it, we didn’t benefit each other – the things didn’t benefit us and we didn’t benefit them. They
had no true necessity in our lives.”
Other than what’s inside their van,
the Serbells’ physical possessions now
amount to only a few boxes of things
stored at a relative’s house.
“It’s amazing how much of a stress
reliever that is,” John said. “Most
people don’t realize how the more stuff
you have, the more of a psychological
weight it is.”
CHARITABLE FOCUS
The Serbells met while serving in
an AmeriCorps project. Last year,
they started a non-profit entity called
“United We Van.”
“We nomads and van people spend
a lot of time on public land, and we
thought we could do something as a
community to support these places
that support us,” John said.
The community teamed up on a vanlife cookbook, and the Virginia-based
Nature Conservancy was chosen to
benefit from the proceeds. Proceeds
from a raffle and other fundraising
means at the Midwest Vanlife Gathering went to Adventure Works, an
Illinois-based organization that offers
“adventure therapy.”
“We feel strongly about giving back,”
John said.
“With the increasing popularity
of vanlife, there have been more and
more negative articles popping up
about how we’re bums or moochers
or whatever,” Jayme said. “We wanted
to make sure there was an initiative
showing that we’re actually doing
good things.”
CUT FROM THE SAME CLOTH
Dan and Brenda Cordray met at the
Rubber Tramp Rendezvous, an annual
van-dwelling gathering in Arizona.
They ended up married and have been
full-time traveling partners for about
three years.
“For us, the nomadic life is an easy
life,” Dan said. “It’s easy for us to live
in the forest or the desert, and it’s ultra-easy when we’re sitting on a beach.
But then, we’re cut from the same
cloth.”

ABOUT VANLIFE

For more information about vanlife,
people involved in it and gatherings,
log onto http://www.vanlife.com.au/.
For tips on van conversion, log onto
https://gnomadhome.com/.
“We have no specific destination and
no time schedule,” Brenda said. “We
can be anywhere we want to be at any
time, and we’re not limited by anything. We can just pick a general direction and go.”
Dan is originally from Jacksonville,
Fla., and Brenda is from Houston,
Texas. Before the road beckoned, Dan
worked as a firefighter and medic and
in factory automation with Toyota,
while Brenda was the office manager
for a dental implant surgeon.
Dan said that when he left his job
with Toyota, he was prepared to face
some resistance.
“Because of my age, if I had told
them I was quitting a really good job
to go live in a van down by the river,
they would probably have put me in
a straight jacket and had me committed,” he said. “So I called it an ‘early
retirement.’”
Before attending the Midwest Vanlife Gathering, the Cordrays and their
two dogs had visited four states in
three weeks.
“It’s not a life for everybody,” Dan
said. “We spent last Christmas in St.
Mary’s, Ga., which would be lovely,
except it was in the Auto Zone parking
lot.”
After a day or two of waiting for the
van’s problems to be solved, the Cordrays got rolling again.
“Many people would have gone crazy, but we thought it was great,” Dan
said. “We had each other, we had our
home and we had our ‘fur babies.’ And
just like in the movie, ‘A Christmas
Story,’ the only thing open in the strip
mall was a Chinese restaurant, so we
ate Chinese on Christmas Day.
“Even when there’s bad things, our
lives just flow that way.”
The freedom of nomadic life brings
the Cordrays peace, comfort and joyful
anticipation for what’s next.
“A couple of years ago, we woke up
on the first day of the new year,” Dan
said, “and I said, ‘honey, let’s go walk
on the beach and then come back and
cook some breakfast. Then we’ll decide whether you want to go north or
stay here another day.’
“That’s the kind of freedom I want to
have.”
The Cordrays love sharing what
that’s like.
“We aspire to inspire,” Brenda said.

ONLINE: See more photos from the inaugural
Midwest Vanlife Gathering at www.houstonherald.com

ABOVE: Several
vehicles involved
in last weekend’s
Midwest Vanlife
Gathering in
Texas County line
the edge of a field
below a cave in
a bluff above the
Big Piney River.
LEFT: Numerous
types of vehicles
were brought to
the gathering,
including this
converted airport
shuttle.

Dan and Brenda Cordray stand with their
“fur babies” in front of their full-time home
on wheels. After meeting at a vanlife
gathering in Arizona, they’ve been on the
road together for about three years.
Photos by Doug Davison, Houston Herald

Annual ‘Torch Run’ fundraiser for Special Olympics underway
The Statewide Law Enforcement Torch
Run for Special Olympics Missouri
(SOMO), founded by the Missouri Police
Chiefs Association (MPCA) 31 years ago,
began Monday (May 21) and will continue through Friday, June 1.
Law Enforcement officers from around
the state will be running the torch to
raise awareness for Special Olympics
Missouri (SOMO) and the 2017 State Summer Games. The torch will pass through
Houston at about 10 a.m. today (Thursday, May 24).

The State Summer Games will be held
in Springfield June 1 – 3. The lighting
of the Flame of Hope (the culmination
of the Torch Run) will take place during
the Opening Ceremony, which begins at 7
p.m. June 1 at Hammons Student Center.
The primary purpose of the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics is to raise funds and awareness
for Special Olympics Missouri. Special
Olympics is law enforcement’s charity of
choice, not only in Missouri, but worldwide. More than 2,500 runners from 119

agencies from across the state will participate in the 2018 Torch Run. These runners will complete 38 different routes and
cover more than 1,000 miles across Missouri.
Missouri law enforcement agencies
are attempting to raise $2.2 million this
year through various fundraising initiatives including the Polar Plunge, selling
Torch Run T-shirts and organizing special events such as the World’s Largest
Truck Convoy, Over the Edge and Tip-ACop events.

“They are passionate about raising
money and awareness for SOMO,” said
SOMO President and CEO Mark Musso.
“Law enforcement has been the largest
supporter of the Special Olympics movement worldwide; we are forever grateful.”
In 2017, Missouri’s Torch Run was
awarded the ranking of No. 7 in the world
based on gross dollars raised. Shop ‘n’
Save is the Presenting Sponsor of Missouri’s Torch Run, providing year-round
fundraising assistance.

Texas County Library system receives funds for technology upgrade at Cabool branch
Missouri Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft
announced the Texas County Library
received a Technology Ladder Grant of
$12,236, which will be used to upgrade
technology-related equipment and software at Cabool. A building remodel and
expansion were recently completed there.

“Libraries are an integral part of our
communities, providing Missourians with
a wealth of knowledge and resources,”
Ashcroft said. “Grants like the one the
Texas County Library received are important to ensuring our libraries continue to
provide the best services and programs to

their patrons.”
The library will add 14 public access
computers, eight mice and one circulation computer for its Cabool branch. The
library hopes to make its service more accessible to patrons with disabilities and
better serve the Cabool community.

Statewide, 132 grant applications in the
2018 fiscal year, totaling $1,545,214 in federal awards, were distributed to libraries throughout Missouri. The grants are
funded by the Library Services and Technology Act through the U.S. Institute of
Museum and Library Services.

